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demesne of Forncett manor in Norfolk was one-ninth of
the total acreage1. The monastic houses, which enjoyed
a corporate experience denied to private landowners and
whose estates were organized in a model manner, were con-
tent as a rule to hold only three or four hundred acres in
demesne2. The demesne of the manor was something more,
however, than a mere farm providing food for the lord's
table and clothing for his household. It contained a manor-
house3, where the lord usually resided and directed the
administration of the estate, controlling and regulating the
affairs of the villagers. The lord's hall, or court, con-
stituted an economic centre around which the* cultivators
of the soil were grouped in varying degrees of legal and
economic subjection. There existed, indeed, the closest
possible connexion between the demesne and the holdings
of the tenants, and at every turn the lives of the villagers
were controlled by their economic dependency upon the
labour arrangements of the lord's demesne. Their relation
in fact was one of capital and labour, in which the lord
assigned land to workmen on condition of predial services,
Thus the manor exhibited some of the principles of capitalist
estate management, and differed in many important ways
from a free village community of independent peasant
proprietors.
Xht              First in social importance among the different classes of
villeins, manorial tenants ranked the villeins (rillani). They were
the most numerous class, and of the 283,000 tenants
recorded in Domesday Book4 not less than 108,000 held in
villeinage. At the time of the Survey (1086) they formed
38 per cent, of the total population, reaching a very high
percentage in Yorkshire where it was 63, and a very
low percentage in East Anglia where in Suffolk it was
only 14. In the western and southern counties they were
more evenly distributed, and the proportion here ranged
1 Davenport, The Economic Development of a Norfolk Manor, ^7.
* VinogradofT, Villainage, 314.
5 Vmogradoff, English Society, 358 et passim,    For th<: niunt*ri;U hrUI,
sec N. J. Hone, The Manw ami Manorial Records (1900), chapter 3,
4 These are round figures ; see H. Ellis, Introduction to Domesday
(1833), ii. 5n.